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Family Self-Sufficiency
Goals Achieved, Cash Saved for First Home

Six years ago, Nisson and Brad Williams were just 21 years old, new parents to a baby
boy and not sure how they were going to pursue advanced education and full-time
careers.

This summer, they graduated from Fort Worth Housing Solution’s Family Self-Sufficiency
Program and claimed $13,000 cash that they saved through the program and plan to put
toward a home of their own for what is now a family of six.

"You can’t go wrong with setting goals that will help you and your family in the future,"
Nisson Williams said. “Time is all you need.”

Click here to find out how they did it.

Butler Place Update
All Residents to be Relocated by Year’s End

FWHS and Butler Place residents
are on schedule to complete all
relocations by the end of 2020. As
of this month, 29 of Butler’s 412
units, or 7 percent, remain
occupied.

Once all residents have moved,
FWHS will work through HUD
processes for disposition of the
property and with HUD to address
restrictions that stipulate that the 42-
acre site must be used for public
housing. It is not clear how long the
HUD process will take.

https://www.fwhs.org/family-self-sufficiency/
https://www.fwhs.org/family-self-sufficiency-goals-achieved-cash-saved-for-first-home/


Butler Place opened just east of downtown Fort Worth in September 1940 and expanded
in the early 1960s. Over the decades, new highways separated the community from the
central business district. It became outdated, obsolete and in need of costly repairs to
housing units, utilities and other infrastructure.

FWHS began working with residents in late 2015 to help them find new homes of choice in
mixed-income communities across the city. The effort is part of the agency’s strategy of
deconcentrating poverty in Fort Worth and ensuring that residents can find affordable
housing across the city with access to transportation, food, job centers and other essential
resources.

Learn more about the history of Butler Place here.

Cavile Place Demolition Plans Proceeding

FWHS and McCormack Baron Salazar, the Housing partner for the Stop Six Choice
Neighborhood Initiative, are moving forward toward the selection of an abatement and
demolition firm that will begin clearing the former Cavile Place public housing community
this fall.

The 300-unit apartment complex closed June 30 after all former residents moved to new
homes across Fort Worth. FWHS and Urban Strategies Inc., the People partner in the
Choice Neighborhood Initiative, are working closely with Cavile residents to make sure
they can access needed resources and are up to date on the overall redevelopment plan.
Former Cavile residents are invited to return to the neighborhood as new, mixed-income
housing developments come online over the next several years.

Three qualified firms that have advanced to compete for the Cavile demolition work  met
with interested subcontractors on Sept. 21 and toured the site Sept. 22. The contract is
expected to be awarded in October.

Click here to view our Sept. 2, 2020 community update on the Stop Six Choice
Neighborhood Initiative.

Introducing: Workforce Coordinator Dennise Babiche

FWHS is pleased to welcome our new
Workforce Coordinator Dennise
Babiche, a new resource to help residents
move toward self-sufficiency. In her new
role, Babiche will develop employment and
training opportunities for residents,
coordinate with area workforce programs

https://www.fwhs.org/butler-place/a-look-at-butlers-history/
https://www.mccormackbaron.com/
https://stopsixcni.org/
https://urbanstrategiesinc.org/
https://stopsixcni.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/FWHS-Stop-Six-CNI-and-Cowan-Update-9.2.20.pdf


and serve as a liaison to other local
agencies.

Babiche most recently served as
Membership Services Director for the Fort
Worth Metropolitan Black Chamber of
Commerce and previously served as
Communications Director for a state
representative from Fort Worth.

She earned her bachelor’s degree from
Stephen F. Austin State University where
she later provided career readiness
coaching and resume help to
undergraduates as alumnae advisor to the
Mu Sigma Upsilon multicultural sorority's

chapter.

Babiche reports to Lachelle Goodrich, director of the Stop Six Choice
Neighborhood Initiative. Connect with Babiche on LinkedIn and at
dbabiche@fwhs.org.

Upcoming Events

10-11:30 a.m. Wednesday, Sept. 30 : Section 3 Program
online career training session with HUD Region VI. Register at
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZErc-
uuqj0uE9Rv0D2YVWWjX5lPix-EgzNZ

2-3 p.m. Wednesday, Oct. 21: Stop Six CNI Virtual
Community Update. Registration details to come.

1-3:30 pm. Wednesday, Oct. 28: On Track to Stop Six: Cowan Place Multifamily
Construction Subcontractors Outreach Meeting. Hosted by Block Companies.
Registration details to come.

3-4 p.m. Wednesday, Nov. 18: Stop Six CNI Virtual Community Update.
Registration details to come.

Barbara Holston Education Fund
2020 Scholarship Winners Announced

https://stopsixcni.org/
mailto:dbabiche@fwhs.org
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZErc-uuqj0uE9Rv0D2YVWWjX5lPix-EgzNZ
http://blockcompanies.com/


The Barbara Holston Education Fund has awarded five $1,000 scholarships to FWHS
residents who are pursuing higher education or vocational training. The fund was
established in honor of Barbara Holston, who served as senior executive of the Fort Worth
Housing Authority, FWHS’ predecessor, for 23 years.

The 2020 winners are:

Mercedes Ayala, Texas Wesleyan University
Rafael Escobedo, Tarrant County College
Sstephanee Garrison-Shelton, Tarleton State University
Denym Greer, Texas A&M Commerce
Taejah Odom, Texas Wesleyan University

Since its inception, the Barbara Holston Education Fund has awarded more than $15,000
in scholarship funds to help participants expand their academic and vocational
achievements. Scholarships are supported solely by contributions to the Fund, a tax-
exempt, 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization.

Make a one-time or recurring gift to the Barbara Holston Education Fund today! Visit
https://www.bhefund.org/donate/ to help housing clients pursue their educational and
vocational dreams.

Make Your Vote Count

Ready to vote in the Nov. 3, 2020
presidential election? Update your address
or name now through the Tarrant County
Elections website or download, fill out and
email back a new voter registration form
available here.

Monday, Oct. 5, 2020, is the last day
to register to vote in the Nov. 3
elections. Registration cards must be postmarked by or delivered in-person
to the Tarrant County Elections Department by Oct. 5.

Early in-person voting begins Tuesday, Oct. 13, and continues through
Friday, Oct. 30. Click here to view the Tarrant County Early Voting Schedule.

Friday, Oct. 23, 2020 is the last day to apply for a ballot by mail. Applications
must be received by Tarrant County elections by this date, not postmarked
by Oct. 23.

Election Day is Tuesday, Nov. 3

Visit the Texas Secretary of State's website for the full voting schedule.

Have a question? Email ksullivan@fwhs.org
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